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OF THE 


CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


STATE OF VERMONT. 
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IN ConvENTION, January 8, 1857. 
Reported by Committee, read and ordered to lie and that the 
. Secretary procure five hundred copies to be printed for the use of 
the Convention. ` i 


Attest, D. W. C. CLARKE, Secretary.. . 


MONTPELIER: 
E. P. WALTON, PRINTHR.. 
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The Committee appointed . to report what action i is aaner | 
on the proposed amendinents, E m SU > Pse À 
` REPORT: 0 0 

| ` That the amendments are ‘numerous ; aa importants. that they, 

contemplate many and radical changes- in oni present Constitu- 

' tion. We decline expressing-any opinion: on the merits or de- 

merits, of the proposed amendments. ` Our attention has been di- 

rected mainly to the ordinance under which this Convention was 


called and elected, . In that ordinance. the Council of Censors: 
limited the. number of the delegates. to ninety. | This number is. 


apportioned among the several counties, by the ordinanee, and 
the election made by a plurality. vote, 2 j 


, This wide departure from all former precedent o or usage, tous: 


seems strange ‘and startling. > EE cl x 


On the first ‘Wednesday . of June, 177 Í 7, the Convention. which I 
declared, the Independence of Vermont, met according to previ- _ 


ous adjournment at Windsor. "Ar ‘that theeting a Committee 
f was. „appointed to make a draft ofa Constitution, and a resolution 
was adopted recommending ` ‘to. each. town to choose delegates to 


meet i in Convention at Windsor on the second day of ï uly. follow- - 
` ing. -On the second day of, July, 1777, that Convention, 80 call- ` 
_ ed, met at ‘Windsor, and. Ké „adjournment, “was continued. along” 
| ou December of the same ; Year, “when it n the first Consti- 


` tion of ‘Vermont. . E è de 
In the preamble ; +o that, Constitution, De Convention, doclared 
à that it “should remain in force, forever, unaltered, except i in such 
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articles. as shall, “hereafter, on | experience, | be found to require 
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improvement, and which shall, by the same a author i ty of t the people, 
fairly delegated, as this frame of government directs, be amended 


A 


‘and improved.” ee Z usss 
That Constitution deanna that oe House of Repr “osentative (es 
should consist of freemen, chosen by the freemten of ever Y. town 
in the State, respectively. l WA 
“The 44th section of the same ‘Constitution ‘provided. for a Con: 
cil of Censors and defined their powers. That section has never 
been altered. Among the powers g granted to this Council, -is that 
of calling future Conventions, to consider proposed, amendments 
to the Constitution. It did not, by words, define the number to 
compose a convention, or give the Council authority to do so. A 
convention of delegates might consist ‘of a thousand, or ten.— 
Did the framers of the article under consideration mean the ¢ one 
or the other? or did they mean to Submit that question to , the 
discretion or caprice of the Council : ? ` We think De See 


` ` $ 


neither, : f NEEN 

` At that day towns in their corporate and municipal ` character 
were objects of special regard. ` They ‘were ‘the horn of strength 
to the then struggling commonwealth. There men discussed 
their rights and prepared to maintain: them—Etleše and, there only 
they could vote in the aggregate : ‘there. express "their sentiménts 
on all subjects touching the general interest-"there give histiue- j 
tions to ‘delegates and” perpetuate the Same by idoord—and'i in all 
these particulars towns, as such, `should be no less the Sbject of 
deems regard now. SZ E WAA 

' But what may we safely assire, as: the undoubted’ intention 
and expectation of the framers of ` that article of the Constitu- 
tion? They had been elected from every town they ; regarded 
the rights of the towns with great veneration —a oct in their pre- 
amble, as a key to their intention, ‘had said ño Altoratión: should 
ever be made, “ except by the same äer äi ty of tiè "people; ëch 
delegated? ee KEE 
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We Sé w T in; tho conclusion ' thot ‘that Convention 


Re Rer ` expéctèd, “iatended, or even contemplated the possibility, 9 ` 


'that any. future convention should be called in a different manner 
: fron’ ‘themselves ; š and their views. and: intent seem to havo been: 
l ‘vihtertained, approved and acted upon ever since, 
' The Council of Censors,-chosen £ in 1785, proposed cere 
l 4 the Constitution and called a Convention eomposed of one 
‘delegate from each town. in the State ; and süch hàs been the uni- 
- form practice i in all Conventions called since; till the present. oho. 
: We'feel satisfied that. this primary intention of the framers of 
our Constitution, which has not only been acquiesced i in, butmost 
cor dially approved; cherished and revered, by the. people of this 
‘State. for three quarters: of -a century, should now be received aš 
an authoritative construction of that preven! not to be denied 
ox departed - from. 
“We, therofore, recommend to this Convention the adoption of 
` -the accompanying resolutions, f 
es ` PAUL DILLINGHAM, ` 
= 2005: SUMNER A. WEBBER, 
KC => > ` WM. C. BRADLEY, 
BENJ. F. OLIN, a 
DAVID E. NICHOLSON, ' 
| gz ` HORATIO NEEDHAM, | 
ke 70.2: WYLLYS LYMAN, ` 
SE ` ` ` BRADLEY BARLOW, 
V. W. WATERMAN; 
`; ` HORACE WADSWORTH, 
>: ELIJAH CLEVELAND, ` 
JOHN DEWEY, 
‘THOMAS BARTLETT, Jx. 
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RESOLUTIONS. 


- 


Resolved, That in view of the language used by the original fram- 


ers of the Constitution in a Convention held for that purpose ; of 
the fact that the same Convention was composed of: delegates 


from the several towns in this State ; that every Convention since | 


held has been composed of. members elected in a similar man- 
ner; that amendments when. proposed- were directed to be pro- 
mulgated at least six months: before the. day appointed ` for the 
election of such convention, for. the previous consideration of the 
people, that they might have an opportunity of instructing their del- 
egates on the subject; that then as well as now the towns were 
competent to hold meetings required by law, pass votes of in- 


EN 


struction and certify the same through their regularly constitu- ` 


. ted'officers, which the counties and mere terfitorial jurisdictions 
have never been authorized to do: in view of these and other 


reasons, this Convention ï: is satisfied that byicreating a new gon- . 


stituency and transferring the right of delegation from the re- 
spective towns to the counties, the late Council of Censors acted 
unwisely, and exceeded the powers devolved upon them by the 
Constitution, as heretofore practically.interpreted. 

Resolved, That if there is no specific provision in the Consti« 
tution prescribing. the whole manner of electing members to the 
Conventions, the principle of town representation is too fully in- 
dicated to be thus invaded or assailed, more especially as under it 
for more than seventy years the State has found order and stability 
and the people have enjoyed prosperity and safety; and forasmuch as 
on various occasions the general provisions of the Constitution have 
been carried out in detail by legislative action, it is recommend- 


ki 


8 

` ed to the coming legislature of this State to make some provis- 

ion so that whenever any future Council of Censors. shall decide 

upon calling a "Convention, and fix the time of the meeting 

thereof, and of electing- EE thereto, the proper officers of 
- - each town may take mëasures for holding the meetings in each 
town, electing the delegate of such town, and certifying his elec- ` 
tion, as near as may be in the same -manner now prescribed for 
the election of the- Representativas of such: town in the General 
Assembly of thé State. 7 SS? j 

Resolved, That our constituents, in electing delegates to: this 
Convention- in the manner preseribed by the Ordinance of the. 
late Council of Censors, did not so do for the purpose ‘of-ac- ` 
knowledgiig the validity of, or confirming the same Ordinance, 
but the rather, by. expressing themselves through organs chosen 
in the very manner selected by. the Council, to expréss more em- 
phatically their oe of- fhe action of the Coumeil 1 in the 
premises. ` z E 97 7 s. 

Resolved, That ag the amendments: proposed by the Council 
will necessarily fail and be virtually rejected by the people unless 
duly éonfirmed—this Convention sees no occasion to take any 
further action in relation thereto... `` 
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